
The House That Rocks

Version 1.2 (works offline)

Guitar Book 1:
Your First Chords
Eighteen lessons and a final check-up that take you from holding a guitar for the first

time to playing a full song with a band. Acoustic or electric. Go at your own speed.

1 Pointer 2 Middle 3 Ring 4 Pinky ○ Play open ✕ Don't play

Part 1: Getting ready

Holding the guitar, string names, and how to

read the pictures.

Part 2: Two-finger chords

E minor, A sus2, and C major 7. Your first songs,

right away.

Part 3: The big open chords

G, D, C, A, E, A minor, D minor, and down-up

strumming.

Part 4: Leveling up

Seventh chords, the blues, power chords, F, and

your final song.

Extras

A chord library with all 12 major, minor, and

seventh chords, plus 13 jam tracks.

How each lesson works

1. Look at the chord. Colored dots show which finger goes where.

2. Tap each string to hear how it should sound.

3. Press play and strum along with the click, drums, bass, and guitar.

4. Turn the guitar part down and play it yourself.
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The House That Rocks Guitar Book 1

What’s inside
Part 1: Getting ready

Lesson 1: Meet your guitar

Lesson 2: Top string, bottom string

Lesson 3: Reading the pictures

Part 2: Two-finger chords

Lesson 4: Your first chord: E minor Em

Lesson 5: Same shape, new sound Em, Asus2

Lesson 6: C major 7: the dreamy one Cmaj7, Em

Part 3: The big open chords

Lesson 7: G: your first three-finger chord G

Lesson 8: D: the little triangle D

Lesson 9: C: walking down the stairs C

Lesson 10: Down-up strumming G, D, Em, C

Lesson 11: A and E: big and bright A, E

Lesson 12: A minor: the moody one Am

Lesson 13: D minor: the pretty sad one Dm

Part 4: Leveling up

Lesson 14: Seventh chords and your first blues E7, A7, B7

Lesson 15: Power chords for electric guitar E5, A5, D5, G5, C5

Lesson 16: Sneaking up on F Fmaj7, F

Lesson 17: The island strum G, Em, C, D

Lesson 18: Final song: The House Anthem G, D, Em, C, Am

Part 5: Finish line

Lesson 19: Book 1 check-up

Part 6: Extras

Chord library 36 chords

Major chords All 12 keys

Minor chords All 12 keys

Seventh chords All 12 keys

Jam tracks 13 songs
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This book has an interactive version with tap-to-hear chords, a click track, and drum and bass play-

alongs at thehousethatrocks.com.
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Part 1: Getting ready Difficulty 

1
Meet your guitar
Before you play a note, let's get comfortable. A guitar that sits right in your hands is easier to play

and a lot more fun.

Headstock

Tuning pegs

Nut Neck and frets Sound hole Bridge

Body

Headstock

Tuning pegs

Nut Neck and frets Pickups Bridge

Body Volume and tone kn

Acoustic guitars make sound on their own. The wooden body and sound hole make the strings

louder. Electric guitars need an amp. Plug in with the amp volume all the way down, then turn it up

slowly. Turn the amp off before you unplug.

Sitting down (start here)
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1. Sit near the front edge of a chair with no arms. Feet flat on the floor.

2. Rest the curve in the middle of the guitar (the waist) on your right leg.

3. Let the back of the guitar touch your belly and chest. The guitar should stand up straight, not lie flat

on your lap.

4. Point the neck out to your left, tipped up a little, like a clock hand at 10 o'clock.

5. The thickest string should be on top, closest to your face. If it isn't, flip the guitar over.

6. Don't lean over to see the strings. Peek over the top edge instead.

Standing up

1. Put on a strap. Both ends hook onto the little strap buttons on the body.

2. Adjust the strap so the guitar sits at the same height it did when you were sitting.

3. Keep the neck tipped up a little. A guitar hanging too low looks cool and plays hard.

Your two hands

1. Fretting hand (left hand): thumb rests behind the neck, about in the middle. Curve your fingers

like you're holding a ball. Press with your fingertips, so keep those nails short.

2. Strumming hand (right hand): hold the pick between the pad of your thumb and the side of your

pointer finger. Let just the tip poke out.

3. Strum from your wrist, like you're shaking water off your hand. On an acoustic, strum over the sound

hole. On an electric, strum between the pickups.

Playing left-handed? Everything flips. Your right hand presses the strings and your left hand strums.

The thickest string still goes on top, closest to your face.

Quick check before every practice
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Shoulders loose, not up by your ears.

Guitar standing up straight against your body.

Thick string on top.

Fingers curved, thumb behind the neck.
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Part 1: Getting ready Difficulty 

2
Top string, bottom string
This trips up almost every beginner, so let's settle it once. Guitar players name strings by their

sound, not by where they sit.

▲
Top of the picture: string 6, the low E. Thickest string, lowest sound. On your guitar it’s

closest to your face.

fret 1 fret 2 fret 3 fret 4 fret 5

6 E ○

5 A ○

4 D ○

3 G ○

2 B ○

1 e ○

Player's view: what you see looking down at your guitar while you play.

▼
Bottom of the picture: string 1, the high e. Thinnest string, highest sound. On your

guitar it’s closest to the floor.

So which one is the “top” string?

Here's the twist. The thick string sits on top of the guitar, closest to your face. But it makes the lowest

sound, so players call it the low string, string 6. The thin string sits on the bottom, closest to the floor,

but it makes the highest sound, so it's the high string, string 1.

When a teacher says “move up a string,” they usually mean up in sound, toward the floor. If you're ever

not sure, just ask: “by number, or by where it sits?”
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Number Name Thickness Where it sits

6 Low E Thickest Closest to your face

5 A Thick

4 D Middle

3 G Middle

2 B Thin

1 High e Thinnest Closest to the floor

Remember it like this

From the thickest string to the thinnest: Eddie Ate Dynamite, Good Bye Eddie.

Tuning notes

Use a clip-on tuner or a free tuner app to tune each string. The online book also plays each tuning note

for you.
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Part 1: Getting ready Difficulty 

3
Reading the pictures
Every chord in this book comes with a neck picture and a chord box. Once you can read them,

you can learn any chord on your own.

1 Pointer 2 Middle 3 Ring 4 Pinky ○ Play open ✕ Don't play

Neck view: two ways to see it

The colored dots tell you which finger goes where. The number inside is your finger. The neck can be

drawn two ways. Same chord, same fingers. Only the picture is flipped.

Player's view (this book)

The guitar the way you see it while you play: looking down at it, thick string on top, headstock on your

left.

fret 1 fret 2 fret 3 fret 4 fret 5

6 E ○

5 A

4 D

3 G ○

2 B ○

1 e ○

2

3

Standard view (tab and most books)

The same guitar flipped: thin string on top. You'll see it this way in guitar tab, on most websites, and in

other books.

fret 1 fret 2 fret 3 fret 4 fret 5

6 E ○

5 A

4 D

3 G ○

2 B ○

1 e ○

2

3
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This book uses the player’s view. In the online book you can switch any chord to the standard view

with one tap.

Chord box

Most songbooks and websites use chord boxes. Picture the guitar standing up in front of you, facing you.

Now the thick low E string is on the left and the thin high e is on the right. The thick bar at the top is the

nut.

○

E A D

○

G

○

B

○

e

2 3

1. Lines going up and down are the strings.

2. Lines going across are the frets. Fret 1 is closest to the headstock.

3. ○ above a string means play it open, with no finger on it.

4. ✕ above a string means don't strum that string.

Press each finger just behind the fret wire, not right on top of it and not in the middle of the space.

That's where you get the cleanest sound with the least squeezing.
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Part 2: Two-finger chords Difficulty 

4
Your first chord: E minor
Two fingers. Six strings. One big sound. E minor is the friendliest chord on the guitar, and it's the

first one most players ever learn.

1 Pointer 2 Middle 3 Ring 4 Pinky ○ Play open ✕ Don't play

Em E minor

fret 1 fret 2 fret 3 fret 4 fret 5

6 E ○

5 A

4 D

3 G ○

2 B ○

1 e ○

2

3

○

E A D

○

G

○

B

○

e

2 3

Left: looking down at your guitar, thick string on top. Right: chord box, guitar standing up facing you,

thick string on the left.

Use the tips of fingers 2 and 3, not the flat pads.

Press right behind the fret wire, not on top of it.

Strum all six strings, from the thickest down to the thinnest.

Play along: One Chord Groove
Speed: 60 beats per minute. Strum pattern: One strum per bar. Play each bar left to right, then start

again.

1

↓

& 2 & 3 & 4 &

Count out loud: 1, 2, 3, 4. Play it slow first. Then play along with the click, drums, bass, and guitar in the

online book at thehousethatrocks.com.

Em
1

Em
2

Em
3

Em
4
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Part 2: Two-finger chords Difficulty 

5
Same shape, new sound
You already know E minor. Keep that exact shape and slide it over one string. That gives you A

sus2. Two chords, one move, and your first real song.

1 Pointer 2 Middle 3 Ring 4 Pinky ○ Play open ✕ Don't play

Em E minor

fret 1 fret 2 fret 3 fret 4 fret 5

6 E ○

5 A

4 D

3 G ○

2 B ○

1 e ○

2

3

○

E A D

○

G

○

B

○

e

2 3

Left: looking down at your guitar, thick string on top. Right: chord box, guitar standing up facing you,

thick string on the left.

Asus2 A sus2

fret 1 fret 2 fret 3 fret 4 fret 5

6 E ✕

5 A ○

4 D

3 G

2 B ○

1 e ○

2

3

✕

E

○

A D G

○

B

○

e

2 3

Left: looking down at your guitar, thick string on top. Right: chord box, guitar standing up facing you,

thick string on the left.

The slide-over move

Keep fingers 2 and 3 locked together. Lift them a tiny bit and drop them one string toward the floor.

Same fret, same fingers. Don't let them fly away from the neck.
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On A sus2, skip the thick low E string. Start your strum on the A string.

Keep your eyes on the next chord before you get there.

Slow and clean beats fast and messy.

Play along: Morning Drive
Speed: 65 beats per minute. Strum pattern: Down on every beat. Play each bar left to right, then start

again.

1

↓

& 2

↓

& 3

↓

& 4

↓

&

Count out loud: 1, 2, 3, 4. Play it slow first. Then play along with the click, drums, bass, and guitar in the

online book at thehousethatrocks.com.

Em
1

Em
2

Asus2
3

Asus2
4

Em
5

Em
6

Asus2
7

Asus2
8
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Part 2: Two-finger chords Difficulty 

6
C major 7: the dreamy one
C major 7 sounds soft and open, like morning light. It uses the same two fingers you already

know, just stacked a new way.

1 Pointer 2 Middle 3 Ring 4 Pinky ○ Play open ✕ Don't play

Cmaj7 C major 7

fret 1 fret 2 fret 3 fret 4 fret 5

6 E ✕

5 A

4 D

3 G ○

2 B ○

1 e ○

3

2

✕

E A D

○

G

○

B

○

e

3

2

Left: looking down at your guitar, thick string on top. Right: chord box, guitar standing up facing you,

thick string on the left.

Em E minor

fret 1 fret 2 fret 3 fret 4 fret 5

6 E ○

5 A

4 D

3 G ○

2 B ○

1 e ○

2

3

○

E A D

○

G

○

B

○

e

2 3

Left: looking down at your guitar, thick string on top. Right: chord box, guitar standing up facing you,

thick string on the left.

Finger 3 reaches to the A string, fret 3. Finger 2 sits on the D string, fret 2.

Skip the thick low E string.

Let the three thinnest strings ring open.

The House That Rocks Guitar Book 1, Version 1.2 14



Play along: Sunday Light
Speed: 65 beats per minute. Strum pattern: Down on every beat. Play each bar left to right, then start

again.

1

↓

& 2

↓

& 3

↓

& 4

↓

&

Count out loud: 1, 2, 3, 4. Play it slow first. Then play along with the click, drums, bass, and guitar in the

online book at thehousethatrocks.com.

Cmaj7
1

Cmaj7
2

Em
3

Em
4

Asus2
5

Asus2
6

Em
7

Em
8
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Part 3: The big open chords Difficulty 

7
G: your first three-finger chord
G is one of the most played chords in all of music. It stretches your hand a little. That's normal.

Give it a week and it will feel like home.

1 Pointer 2 Middle 3 Ring 4 Pinky ○ Play open ✕ Don't play

G G major

fret 1 fret 2 fret 3 fret 4 fret 5

6 E

5 A

4 D ○

3 G ○

2 B ○

1 e

2

1

3
E A

○

D

○

G

○

B e

2

1

3

Left: looking down at your guitar, thick string on top. Right: chord box, guitar standing up facing you,

thick string on the left.

Finger 2 goes on the thick low E string, fret 3.

Finger 1 goes on the A string, fret 2.

Finger 3 goes on the thin high e string, fret 3. Strum all six strings.
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Play along: Open Road
Speed: 65 beats per minute. Strum pattern: Down on every beat. Play each bar left to right, then start

again.

1

↓

& 2

↓

& 3

↓

& 4

↓

&

Count out loud: 1, 2, 3, 4. Play it slow first. Then play along with the click, drums, bass, and guitar in the

online book at thehousethatrocks.com.

G
1

G
2

Cmaj7
3

Cmaj7
4

G
5

G
6

Em
7

Em
8
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Part 3: The big open chords Difficulty 

8
D: the little triangle
D only uses the four thinnest strings. Your three fingers make a small triangle shape on the floor

side of the neck.

1 Pointer 2 Middle 3 Ring 4 Pinky ○ Play open ✕ Don't play

D D major

fret 1 fret 2 fret 3 fret 4 fret 5

6 E ✕

5 A ✕

4 D ○

3 G

2 B

1 e

1

3

2

✕

E

✕

A

○

D G B e

1

3

2

Left: looking down at your guitar, thick string on top. Right: chord box, guitar standing up facing you,

thick string on the left.

Start your strum on the open D string (string 4).

Skip the two thickest strings.

Keep finger 3 curved so the thin high e string can ring.
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Play along: Hometown
Speed: 70 beats per minute. Strum pattern: Down on every beat. Play each bar left to right, then start

again.

1

↓

& 2

↓

& 3

↓

& 4

↓

&

Count out loud: 1, 2, 3, 4. Play it slow first. Then play along with the click, drums, bass, and guitar in the

online book at thehousethatrocks.com.

G
1

G
2

D
3

D
4

Em
5

Em
6

D
7

D
8
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Part 3: The big open chords Difficulty 

9
C: walking down the stairs
C is a classic. Three fingers, each on its own fret, like walking down stairs from fret 3 to fret 1.

1 Pointer 2 Middle 3 Ring 4 Pinky ○ Play open ✕ Don't play

C C major

fret 1 fret 2 fret 3 fret 4 fret 5

6 E ✕

5 A

4 D

3 G ○

2 B

1 e ○

3

2

1

✕

E A D

○

G B

○

e

3

2

1

Left: looking down at your guitar, thick string on top. Right: chord box, guitar standing up facing you,

thick string on the left.

Finger 3 on the A string, fret 3.

Finger 2 on the D string, fret 2.

Finger 1 on the B string, fret 1. Skip the thick low E.

Play along: Sunday Song
Speed: 70 beats per minute. Strum pattern: Down on every beat. Play each bar left to right, then start

again.

1

↓

& 2

↓

& 3

↓

& 4

↓

&

Count out loud: 1, 2, 3, 4. Play it slow first. Then play along with the click, drums, bass, and guitar in the

online book at thehousethatrocks.com.

G
1

C
2

G
3

D
4

G
5

C
6

D
7

G
8
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Part 3: The big open chords Difficulty 

10
Down-up strumming
Time to add up-strums. Your strumming hand swings down and up like a pendulum. Down on

the numbers, up on the “and.” The hand never stops, even when it misses the strings.

1 Pointer 2 Middle 3 Ring 4 Pinky ○ Play open ✕ Don't play

G G major

fret 1 fret 2 fret 3 fret 4 fret 5

6 E

5 A

4 D ○

3 G ○

2 B ○

1 e

2

1

3
E A

○

D

○

G

○

B e

2

1

3

Left: looking down at your guitar, thick string on top. Right: chord box, guitar standing up facing you,

thick string on the left.

D D major

fret 1 fret 2 fret 3 fret 4 fret 5

6 E ✕

5 A ✕

4 D ○

3 G

2 B

1 e

1

3

2

✕

E

✕

A

○

D G B e

1

3

2

Left: looking down at your guitar, thick string on top. Right: chord box, guitar standing up facing you,

thick string on the left.

The House That Rocks Guitar Book 1, Version 1.2 21



Em E minor

fret 1 fret 2 fret 3 fret 4 fret 5

6 E ○

5 A

4 D

3 G ○

2 B ○

1 e ○

2

3

○

E A D

○

G

○

B

○

e

2 3

Left: looking down at your guitar, thick string on top. Right: chord box, guitar standing up facing you,

thick string on the left.

C C major

fret 1 fret 2 fret 3 fret 4 fret 5

6 E ✕

5 A

4 D

3 G ○

2 B

1 e ○

3

2

1

✕

E A D

○

G B

○

e

3

2

1

Left: looking down at your guitar, thick string on top. Right: chord box, guitar standing up facing you,

thick string on the left.

Up-strums only need to catch the thinner strings.

Strum from a loose wrist, not the whole arm.

Count out loud: 1 and 2 and 3 and 4 and.
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Play along: Four Chord Song
Speed: 70 beats per minute. Strum pattern: Down-up on every beat. Play each bar left to right, then

start again.

1

↓

&

↑

2

↓

&

↑

3

↓

&

↑

4

↓

&

↑

Count out loud: 1, 2, 3, 4. Play it slow first. Then play along with the click, drums, bass, and guitar in the

online book at thehousethatrocks.com.

G
1

D
2

Em
3

C
4

G
5

D
6

Em
7

C
8
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Part 3: The big open chords Difficulty 

11
A and E: big and bright
Two strong, bright chords you'll hear in rock, country, and worship music. A packs three fingers

into one fret. E is just E minor with one more finger.

1 Pointer 2 Middle 3 Ring 4 Pinky ○ Play open ✕ Don't play

A A major

fret 1 fret 2 fret 3 fret 4 fret 5

6 E ✕

5 A ○

4 D

3 G

2 B

1 e ○

1

2

3

✕

E

○

A D G B

○

e

1 2 3

Left: looking down at your guitar, thick string on top. Right: chord box, guitar standing up facing you,

thick string on the left.

E E major

fret 1 fret 2 fret 3 fret 4 fret 5

6 E ○

5 A

4 D

3 G

2 B ○

1 e ○

2

3

1

○

E A D G

○

B

○

e

2 3

1

Left: looking down at your guitar, thick string on top. Right: chord box, guitar standing up facing you,

thick string on the left.

A: fingers 1, 2, and 3 squeeze into fret 2. Tilt them so they fit.

E: make E minor, then add finger 1 on the G string, fret 1.

On A, skip the thick low E string.

The House That Rocks Guitar Book 1, Version 1.2 24



Play along: Kickstart
Speed: 75 beats per minute. Strum pattern: Down on every beat. Play each bar left to right, then start

again.

1

↓

& 2

↓

& 3

↓

& 4

↓

&

Count out loud: 1, 2, 3, 4. Play it slow first. Then play along with the click, drums, bass, and guitar in the

online book at thehousethatrocks.com.

A
1

A
2

D
3

D
4

E
5

E
6

A
7

A
8
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Part 3: The big open chords Difficulty 

12
A minor: the moody one
A minor has the same shape as E, just moved over one string. Remember the slide-over

move from Lesson 5? Same idea, three fingers this time.

1 Pointer 2 Middle 3 Ring 4 Pinky ○ Play open ✕ Don't play

Am A minor

fret 1 fret 2 fret 3 fret 4 fret 5

6 E ✕

5 A ○

4 D

3 G

2 B

1 e ○

2

3

1

✕

E

○

A D G B

○

e

2 3

1

Left: looking down at your guitar, thick string on top. Right: chord box, guitar standing up facing you,

thick string on the left.

The slide-over move, part two

Make an E chord. Now keep the whole shape and drop every finger one string toward the floor. That's

A minor.

Skip the thick low E string.

Finger 1 must press the B string cleanly. Listen for it.

Keep your thumb behind the neck, relaxed.
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Play along: Rainy Window
Speed: 75 beats per minute. Strum pattern: Down on every beat. Play each bar left to right, then start

again.

1

↓

& 2

↓

& 3

↓

& 4

↓

&

Count out loud: 1, 2, 3, 4. Play it slow first. Then play along with the click, drums, bass, and guitar in the

online book at thehousethatrocks.com.

Am
1

Am
2

C
3

C
4

G
5

G
6

Am
7

Am
8
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Part 3: The big open chords Difficulty 

13
D minor: the pretty sad one
D minor sounds a little sad and very pretty. It lives on the four thinnest strings, just like D.

1 Pointer 2 Middle 3 Ring 4 Pinky ○ Play open ✕ Don't play

Dm D minor

fret 1 fret 2 fret 3 fret 4 fret 5

6 E ✕

5 A ✕

4 D ○

3 G

2 B

1 e

2

3

1

✕

E

✕

A

○

D G B e

2

3

1

Left: looking down at your guitar, thick string on top. Right: chord box, guitar standing up facing you,

thick string on the left.

Start your strum on the D string (string 4).

Finger 1 goes on the thin high e string, fret 1.

Finger 3 sits on the B string, fret 3.

Play along: Slow Turn
Speed: 70 beats per minute. Strum pattern: Down-up on every beat. Play each bar left to right, then

start again.

1

↓

&

↑

2

↓

&

↑

3

↓

&

↑

4

↓

&

↑

Count out loud: 1, 2, 3, 4. Play it slow first. Then play along with the click, drums, bass, and guitar in the

online book at thehousethatrocks.com.

Dm
1

Dm
2

Am
3

Am
4

E
5

E
6

Am
7

Am
8

The House That Rocks Guitar Book 1, Version 1.2 28



Part 4: Leveling up Difficulty 

14
Seventh chords and your first blues
Seventh chords add a little grit. Put three of them together and you've got the blues, the

music rock and roll grew out of.

1 Pointer 2 Middle 3 Ring 4 Pinky ○ Play open ✕ Don't play

E7 E seven

fret 1 fret 2 fret 3 fret 4 fret 5

6 E ○

5 A

4 D ○

3 G

2 B ○

1 e ○

2

1

○

E A

○

D G

○

B

○

e

2

1

Left: looking down at your guitar, thick string on top. Right: chord box, guitar standing up facing you,

thick string on the left.

A7 A seven

fret 1 fret 2 fret 3 fret 4 fret 5

6 E ✕

5 A ○

4 D

3 G ○

2 B

1 e ○

2

3

✕

E

○

A D

○

G B

○

e

2 3

Left: looking down at your guitar, thick string on top. Right: chord box, guitar standing up facing you,

thick string on the left.
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B7 B seven

fret 1 fret 2 fret 3 fret 4 fret 5

6 E ✕

5 A

4 D

3 G

2 B ○

1 e

2

1

3

4

✕

E A D G

○

B e

2

1

3 4

Left: looking down at your guitar, thick string on top. Right: chord box, guitar standing up facing you,

thick string on the left.

E7 is an E chord with finger 3 lifted off.

B7 is your first chord with the pinky. It's the hardest one so far. Go slow.

The 12-bar blues is a pattern. Learn it once and use it forever.

Play along: First Blues
Speed: 80 beats per minute. Strum pattern: Down on every beat. Play each bar left to right, then start

again.

1

↓

& 2

↓

& 3

↓

& 4

↓

&

Count out loud: 1, 2, 3, 4. Play it slow first. Then play along with the click, drums, bass, and guitar in the

online book at thehousethatrocks.com.

E7
1

E7
2

E7
3

E7
4

A7
5

A7
6

E7
7

E7
8

B7
9

A7
10

E7
11

B7
12
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Part 4: Leveling up Difficulty 

15
Power chords for electric guitar
Power chords are two-note chords that rock. They sound huge through an electric guitar with

some drive. They work on acoustic too.

1 Pointer 2 Middle 3 Ring 4 Pinky ○ Play open ✕ Don't play

E5 E power chord

fret 1 fret 2 fret 3 fret 4 fret 5

6 E ○

5 A

4 D ✕

3 G ✕

2 B ✕

1 e ✕

1
○

E A

✕

D

✕

G

✕

B

✕

e

1

Left: looking down at your guitar, thick string on top. Right: chord box, guitar standing up facing you,

thick string on the left.

A5 A power chord

fret 1 fret 2 fret 3 fret 4 fret 5

6 E ✕

5 A ○

4 D

3 G ✕

2 B ✕

1 e ✕

1

✕

E

○

A D

✕

G

✕

B

✕

e

1

Left: looking down at your guitar, thick string on top. Right: chord box, guitar standing up facing you,

thick string on the left.
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D5 D power chord

fret 1 fret 2 fret 3 fret 4 fret 5

6 E ✕

5 A ✕

4 D ○

3 G

2 B ✕

1 e ✕

1

✕

E

✕

A

○

D G

✕

B

✕

e

1

Left: looking down at your guitar, thick string on top. Right: chord box, guitar standing up facing you,

thick string on the left.

G5 G power chord

fret 1 fret 2 fret 3 fret 4 fret 5

6 E

5 A

4 D ✕

3 G ✕

2 B ✕

1 e ✕

1

3

✕ ✕ ✕ ✕

1

3

Left: looking down at your guitar, thick string on top. Right: chord box, guitar standing up facing you,

thick string on the left.

C5 C power chord

fret 1 fret 2 fret 3 fret 4 fret 5

6 E ✕

5 A

4 D

3 G ✕

2 B ✕

1 e ✕

1

3

✕ ✕ ✕ ✕

1

3

Left: looking down at your guitar, thick string on top. Right: chord box, guitar standing up facing you,

thick string on the left.
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Play only the strings with a dot or a circle. Skip the rest.

G5 and C5 use the same shape: finger 1, then finger 3 two frets higher on the next thinner string.

Use short, tight down-strums.

Playing electric? Choose Electric drive under Guitar sound in the player below to hear these the way

rock players do.

Play along: Garage Day
Speed: 90 beats per minute. Strum pattern: Steady downs (rock). Play each bar left to right, then start

again.

1

↓

&

↓

2

↓

&

↓

3

↓

&

↓

4

↓

&

↓

Count out loud: 1, 2, 3, 4. Play it slow first. Then play along with the click, drums, bass, and guitar in the

online book at thehousethatrocks.com.

E5
1

E5
2

G5
3

A5
4

E5
5

E5
6

C5
7

D5
8
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Part 4: Leveling up Difficulty 

16
Sneaking up on F
The full F chord is famous for being hard. So we sneak up on it. First F major 7, then the little

F, where finger 1 presses two strings at once.

1 Pointer 2 Middle 3 Ring 4 Pinky ○ Play open ✕ Don't play

Fmaj7 F major 7

fret 1 fret 2 fret 3 fret 4 fret 5

6 E ✕

5 A ✕

4 D

3 G

2 B

1 e ○

3

2

1

✕

E

✕

A D G B

○

e

3

2

1

Left: looking down at your guitar, thick string on top. Right: chord box, guitar standing up facing you,

thick string on the left.

F Little F

fret 1 fret 2 fret 3 fret 4 fret 5

6 E ✕

5 A ✕

4 D

3 G

2 B

1 e

3

2

1

1

✕

E

✕

A D G B e

3

2

1 1

Left: looking down at your guitar, thick string on top. Right: chord box, guitar standing up facing you,

thick string on the left.

F major 7: fingers 3, 2, 1 walk down the stairs. Leave the thin high e open.

Little F: lay finger 1 flat across the B and high e strings at fret 1.

Roll finger 1 a bit onto its bony side. It presses easier.
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Play along: Almost There
Speed: 70 beats per minute. Strum pattern: Down on every beat. Play each bar left to right, then start

again.

1

↓

& 2

↓

& 3

↓

& 4

↓

&

Count out loud: 1, 2, 3, 4. Play it slow first. Then play along with the click, drums, bass, and guitar in the

online book at thehousethatrocks.com.

C
1

Fmaj7
2

C
3

Fmaj7
4

Am
5

F
6

G
7

C
8
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Part 4: Leveling up Difficulty 

17
The island strum
This pattern is in thousands of songs: down, down-up, up-down-up. The secret is the skipped

strum on beat 3. Your hand still moves. It just doesn't touch the strings.

1 Pointer 2 Middle 3 Ring 4 Pinky ○ Play open ✕ Don't play

G G major

fret 1 fret 2 fret 3 fret 4 fret 5

6 E

5 A

4 D ○

3 G ○

2 B ○

1 e

2

1

3
E A

○

D

○

G

○

B e

2

1

3

Left: looking down at your guitar, thick string on top. Right: chord box, guitar standing up facing you,

thick string on the left.

Em E minor

fret 1 fret 2 fret 3 fret 4 fret 5

6 E ○

5 A

4 D

3 G ○

2 B ○

1 e ○

2

3

○

E A D

○

G

○

B

○

e

2 3

Left: looking down at your guitar, thick string on top. Right: chord box, guitar standing up facing you,

thick string on the left.
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C C major

fret 1 fret 2 fret 3 fret 4 fret 5

6 E ✕

5 A

4 D

3 G ○

2 B

1 e ○

3

2

1

✕

E A D

○

G B

○

e

3

2

1

Left: looking down at your guitar, thick string on top. Right: chord box, guitar standing up facing you,

thick string on the left.

D D major

fret 1 fret 2 fret 3 fret 4 fret 5

6 E ✕

5 A ✕

4 D ○

3 G

2 B

1 e

1

3

2

✕

E

✕

A

○

D G B e

1

3

2

Left: looking down at your guitar, thick string on top. Right: chord box, guitar standing up facing you,

thick string on the left.

Count: 1, 2 and, (3) and, 4 and.

Miss the strings on beat 3 on purpose. Keep moving.

Start at 60. Speed comes later.
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Play along: Island Drive
Speed: 70 beats per minute. Strum pattern: Down, down-up, up-down-up. Play each bar left to right,

then start again.

1

↓

& 2

↓

&

↑

3 &

↑

4

↓

&

↑

Count out loud: 1, 2, 3, 4. Play it slow first. Then play along with the click, drums, bass, and guitar in the

online book at thehousethatrocks.com.

G
1

G
2

Em
3

Em
4

C
5

C
6

D
7

D
8
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Part 4: Leveling up Difficulty 

18
Final song: The House Anthem
Everything comes together. Big chords, down-up strumming, and a full band behind you.

Learn it, then play it for someone you love.

1 Pointer 2 Middle 3 Ring 4 Pinky ○ Play open ✕ Don't play

G G major

fret 1 fret 2 fret 3 fret 4 fret 5

6 E

5 A

4 D ○

3 G ○

2 B ○

1 e

2

1

3
E A

○

D

○

G

○

B e

2

1

3

Left: looking down at your guitar, thick string on top. Right: chord box, guitar standing up facing you,

thick string on the left.

D D major

fret 1 fret 2 fret 3 fret 4 fret 5

6 E ✕

5 A ✕

4 D ○

3 G

2 B

1 e

1

3

2

✕

E

✕

A

○

D G B e

1

3

2

Left: looking down at your guitar, thick string on top. Right: chord box, guitar standing up facing you,

thick string on the left.
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Em E minor

fret 1 fret 2 fret 3 fret 4 fret 5

6 E ○

5 A

4 D

3 G ○

2 B ○

1 e ○

2

3

○

E A D

○

G

○

B

○

e

2 3

Left: looking down at your guitar, thick string on top. Right: chord box, guitar standing up facing you,

thick string on the left.

C C major

fret 1 fret 2 fret 3 fret 4 fret 5

6 E ✕

5 A

4 D

3 G ○

2 B

1 e ○

3

2

1

✕

E A D

○

G B

○

e

3

2

1

Left: looking down at your guitar, thick string on top. Right: chord box, guitar standing up facing you,

thick string on the left.

Am A minor

fret 1 fret 2 fret 3 fret 4 fret 5

6 E ✕

5 A ○

4 D

3 G

2 B

1 e ○

2

3

1

✕

E

○

A D G B

○

e

2 3

1

Left: looking down at your guitar, thick string on top. Right: chord box, guitar standing up facing you,

thick string on the left.
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Learn it slow, then raise the speed by 5 at a time.

Turn the guide guitar off for your last run.

Record yourself on your phone. You'll hear how far you've come.

Play along: The House Anthem
Speed: 80 beats per minute. Strum pattern: Down, down-up, up-down-up. Play each bar left to right,

then start again.

1

↓

& 2

↓

&

↑

3 &

↑

4

↓

&

↑

Count out loud: 1, 2, 3, 4. Play it slow first. Then play along with the click, drums, bass, and guitar in the

online book at thehousethatrocks.com.

G
1

D
2

Em
3

C
4

G
5

D
6

C
7

C
8

Am
9

Em
10

C
11

D
12

G
13

D
14

G
15

G
16
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Part 5: Finish line Difficulty 

19
Book 1 check-up
Look how far you've come. Check off every skill you can play with confidence. When every

box is checked, you're ready for Book 2.

I can hold my guitar with the thick string on top.

I can name all six strings, thickest to thinnest.

I can read a chord box.

I can play Em, A sus2, and C major 7 cleanly.

I can play G, D, and C cleanly.

I can switch between G, D, Em, and C without stopping the beat.

I can play A, E, A minor, and D minor.

I can strum down-up eighth notes.

I can play the 12-bar blues with E7, A7, and B7.

I can play power chords with short down-strums.

I can play the little F chord.

I can play The House Anthem with the band and no guitar guide.

Your Book 1 chord chart

Every chord you learned in Book 1, all in one place.
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Em

○

E A D

○

G

○

B

○

e

2 3

Asus2

✕

E

○

A D G

○

B

○

e

2 3

Cmaj7

✕

E A D

○

G

○

B

○

e

3

2

G

E A

○

D

○

G

○

B e

2

1

3

D

✕

E

✕

A

○

D G B e

1

3

2

C

✕

E A D

○

G B

○

e

3

2

1

A

✕

E

○

A D G B

○

e

1 2 3

E

○

E A D G

○

B

○

e

2 3

1

Am

✕

E

○

A D G B

○

e

2 3

1

Dm

✕

E

✕

A

○

D G B e

2

3

1

E7

○

E A

○

D G

○

B

○

e

2

1

A7

✕

E

○

A D

○

G B

○

e

2 3

B7

✕

E A D G

○

B e

2

1

3 4

E5

○

E A

✕

D

✕

G

✕

B

✕

e

1

A5

✕

E

○

A D

✕

G

✕

B

✕

e

1

D5

✕

E

✕

A

○

D G

✕

B

✕

e

1

G5

✕ ✕ ✕ ✕

1

3

C5

✕ ✕ ✕ ✕

1

3

Fmaj7

✕

E

✕

A D G B

○

e

3

2

1

F

✕

E

✕

A D G B e

3

2

1 1
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Extras

36
Chord library
All 12 major, 12 minor, and 12 seventh chords in one place. The online book lets you hear

every one.

Book 1 chord Easy open chord Barre chord (Book 2)

A long blue bar means a barre: lay finger 1 flat across every string it covers. “3fr” next to a chord box

means the picture starts at fret 3.

Major chords

C

C major

Book 1 chord

✕

E A D

○

G B

○

e

3

2

1

C♯ / D♭

C sharp major

Barre chord

(Book 2)

4fr

✕

E A D G B e

1

2 3 4

1

D

D major

Book 1 chord

✕

E

✕

A

○

D G B e

1

3

2

D♯ / E♭

D sharp major

Barre chord

(Book 2)

6fr

✕

E A D G B e

1

2 3 4

1

E

E major

Book 1 chord

○

E A D G

○

B

○

e

2 3

1

F

F major

Barre chord

(Book 2)

E A D G B e

1

3 4

2

1 1

Easier version:

Little F (Book

1)
✕

E

✕

A D G B e

3

2

1 1

F♯ / G♭

F sharp major

Barre chord

(Book 2)

E A D G B e

1

3 4

2

1 1

G

G major

Book 1 chord

E A

○

D

○

G

○

B e

2

1

3

G♯ / A♭

G sharp major

Barre chord

(Book 2)

4fr

E A D G B e

1

3 4

2

1 1

A

A major

Book 1 chord

✕

E

○

A D G B

○

e

1 2 3

A♯ / B♭

A sharp major

Barre chord

(Book 2)

✕

E A D G B e

1

2 3 4

1

B

B major

Barre chord

(Book 2)

✕

E A D G B e

1

2 3 4

1
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Minor chords

Cm

C minor

Barre chord

(Book 2)

✕

1

3 4

2

1

C♯m / D♭m

C sharp minor

Barre chord

(Book 2)

4fr

✕

E A D G B e

1

3 4

2

1

Dm

D minor

Book 1 chord

✕

E

✕

A

○

D G B e

2

3

1

D♯m / E♭m

D sharp minor

Barre chord

(Book 2)

6fr

✕

E A D G B e

1

3 4

2

1

Em

E minor

Book 1 chord

○

E A D

○

G

○

B

○

e

2 3

Fm

F minor

Barre chord

(Book 2)

E A D G B e

1

3 4

1 1 1

F♯m / G♭m

F sharp minor

Barre chord

(Book 2)

E A D G B e

1

3 4

1 1 1

Gm

G minor

Barre chord

(Book 2)

1

3 4

1 1 1

G♯m / A♭m

G sharp minor

Barre chord

(Book 2)

4fr

E A D G B e

1

3 4

1 1 1

Am

A minor

Book 1 chord

✕

E

○

A D G B

○

e

2 3

1

A♯m / B♭m

A sharp minor

Barre chord

(Book 2)

✕

E A D G B e

1

3 4

2

1

Bm

B minor

Barre chord

(Book 2)

✕

E A D G B e

1

3 4

2

1
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Seventh chords

C7

C seven

Easy open chord

✕

E A D G B

○

e

3

2

4

1

C♯7 / D♭7

C sharp seven

Barre chord

(Book 2)

4fr

✕

E A D G B e

1

3

1

4

1

D7

D seven

Easy open chord

✕

E

✕

A

○

D G B e

2

1

3

D♯7 / E♭7

D sharp seven

Barre chord

(Book 2)

6fr

✕

E A D G B e

1

3

1

4

1

E7

E seven

Book 1 chord

○

E A

○

D G

○

B

○

e

2

1

F7

F seven

Barre chord

(Book 2)

E A D G B e

1

3

1

2

1 1

F♯7 / G♭7

F sharp seven

Barre chord

(Book 2)

E A D G B e

1

3

1

2

1 1

G7

G seven

Easy open chord

E A

○

D

○

G

○

B e

3

2

1

G♯7 / A♭7

G sharp seven

Barre chord

(Book 2)

4fr

E A D G B e

1

3

1

2

1 1

A7

A seven

Book 1 chord

✕

E

○

A D

○

G B

○

e

2 3

A♯7 / B♭7

A sharp seven

Barre chord

(Book 2)

✕

E A D G B e

1

3

1

4

1

B7

B seven

Book 1 chord

✕

E A D G

○

B e

2

1

3 4
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Extras

13
Jam tracks
Song charts for every jam track. Play them with drums, bass, and a click in the online book at

thehousethatrocks.com.

1. Easy Street
Pop. Speed: 84 beats per minute. Strum pattern: Down-up on every beat.

1

↓

&

↑

2

↓

&

↑

3

↓

&

↑

4

↓

&

↑

G

E A

○

D

○

G

○

B e

2

1

3

Em
○

E A D

○

G

○

B

○

e

2 3

C
✕

E A D

○

G B

○

e

3

2

1

D
✕

E

✕

A

○

D G B e

1

3

2

G
1

Em
2

C
3

D
4

G
5

Em
6

C
7

D
8
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2. Sunday Morning
Worship. Speed: 72 beats per minute. Strum pattern: Down on every beat.

1

↓

& 2

↓

& 3

↓

& 4

↓

&

G

E A

○

D

○

G

○

B e

2

1

3

D
✕

E

✕

A

○

D G B e

1

3

2

Em
○

E A D

○

G

○

B

○

e

2 3

C
✕

E A D

○

G B

○

e

3

2

1

3. Slow Dance
Ballad. Speed: 66 beats per minute. Strum pattern: One strum per bar.

1

↓

& 2 & 3 & 4 &

C
✕

E A D

○

G B

○

e

3

2

1

Am
✕

E

○

A D G B

○

e

2 3

1

Fmaj7
✕

E

✕

A D G B

○

e

3

2

1

G

E A

○

D

○

G

○

B e

2

1

3

G
1

D
2

Em
3

C
4

G
5

D
6

C
7

C
8

C
1

Am
2

Fmaj7
3

G
4

C
5

Am
6

Fmaj7
7

G
8
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4. Country Road Trip
Country. Speed: 100 beats per minute. Strum pattern: Down on every beat.
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5. Island Breeze
Reggae. Speed: 76 beats per minute. Strum pattern: Off-beat chops (reggae).
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6. Twelve Bar Shuffle in A
Blues shuffle. Speed: 92 beats per minute. Strum pattern: Down on every beat.
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7. Garage Rock
Rock. Speed: 110 beats per minute. Strum pattern: Steady downs (rock).
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8. Minor Mood
Pop. Speed: 78 beats per minute. Strum pattern: Down-up on every beat.
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9. Stadium Lights
Arena rock. Speed: 96 beats per minute. Strum pattern: Down-up on every beat.
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10. Church Groove
Gospel. Speed: 84 beats per minute. Strum pattern: Down, down-up, up-down-up.
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11. Late Night Blues in E
Slow blues. Speed: 70 beats per minute. Strum pattern: Down on every beat.
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12. Rainy Day
Ballad. Speed: 70 beats per minute. Strum pattern: Down, down-up, up-down-up.
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13. Pop Punk Sprint
Pop punk. Speed: 140 beats per minute. Strum pattern: Steady downs (rock).
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